
          • Identify the approval steps/requirements of your HOMEOWNER’S ASSOCIATION as it relates to remodels.
 • Determine whether you are in a HISTORIC DISTRICT or whether your property falls into any HISTORIC 
   PRESERVATION classi�cations.

         he following is an action plan of Helpful Things To Do Before You Ever Meet with a Designer, Architect or ContractorT
G

UPDATED 2019

G E T  I N S P I R E D !

G E T  R E F E R R A L S  A N D  C H E C K  R E F E R E N C E S !

C H E C K  C I T Y  &  N E I G H B O R H O O D  R E V I E W  B O A R D  R E Q U I R E M E N T S  

E S TA B L I S H  YO U R  B U D G E T  R A N G E  &  H AV E  A  C O N T I N G E N C Y  P L A N

         Go through books, magazines, websites and showrooms and collect images of things you like AND dislike.  Take pictures of friends’ remodels.
          A couple great places to start are Houzz and Pinterest.  Even appliance stores often have websites with great inspiration galleries.   
          Grab a screen shot if you can’t download the image. 

         Think in terms of:  
  • The overall look -- Is it Modern, Traditional or Transitional (in-between)? Craftsman, Farmhouse or Eclectic? 
                   You don’t need to define your style -- the pictures will do it for you.
   • Colors
  • Cabinet styles
  • Hardware
  • Fit with the style of your home

          Ask your friends, neighbors and co-workers for the names of contractors they would recommend 
          (it‘s also goodto find out if there are any to avoid).  Then go to the California Contractor’s State License 
          Board and check the status of their license, bonding and insurance:

                      • www.Checkthe license first.com or call 1-800-321-CSLB (2752)
 If they pass this first test, put them on your “short list”.   Once you’ve gotten bids, ask them for three 
           recent referrals and CALL them before you award the job.

           • Be Realistic!  Remodeling is expensive.  Check out CostvsValue.com for average remodel costs and the value they return in your area.
 • Identify financing plans.
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Never pay more than 10% down  
or $1,000, whichever is less.*  
Don’t pay in cash.

Get at least three bids.

1
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Get three references from each bidder  
and review past work in person.

Make sure all project expectations are  
in writing and only sign the contract if 
you completely understand the terms.

Keep a job file of all papers relating to  
your project, including all payments.

Confirm that the contractor has  
workers’ compensation insurance  
for employees.

Check a contractor’s license number  
online at www.cslb.ca.gov or by  
calling 800.321.CSLB (2752).

Hire only state-licensed contractors.

Don’t let payments get  
ahead of the work. 
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Don’t make the final payment until 
you’re satisfied with the job.

CONTRACTORS STATE LICENSE BOARD
www.cslb.ca.gov   •   CheckTheLicenseFirst.com
800.321.CSLB (2752)

MAKE SURE YOUR  
CONTRACTOR MEASURES UP

tips
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There is an exception to this rule for about two dozen contractors who have filed 
a blanket performance and payment bond with the Registrar. This information is 
noted on the contractor’s license detail page on CSLB’s website.

*

ETTING STARTED ACTION PLAN


